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Debt, in any Court of Record of this Province. And fuch Negle of fuch
Sheriffs thall be evidenced by the Dates of the Receipts.

Abuesino-  VIL. AnD twhereas the Trade and Commerce of this Province is, in great
pening, con- Meafure confined to England, and the Inhabitants of this Province of necef-

ccaliug., and

defiroying

fity are obliged to lodge their Effe&s, and wholly correfpond with the Mer-

Letters enu- chants in England, by which Means we have great Dependance upon their

merated.

Perfons
breaking o-
F: h private

Advice in Trade; and often Protefted Bills of Exchange are remitted hither
to the feveral Perfons interefted therein, which are fometimes of confiderable
Value; and for want of due Care of fuch Letters;-in which the fame are in-
clofed, no fettled Poft-Houfes being appointed for the Reception of them,
many Times fundry evil-minded Perfons find Occafion clandettinely to take
fuch Letters out of the Public Houfes, where they .are generally left, and
break open and conceal the fame, to the great Detriment of fundry of the
Inhabitants, Merchants, and Traders : And many ill-defigning Perfons, who
have drawn Bills of Exchange, not having any Bottom in England to an{wer
the fame, well knowing and obferving to what Merchant or Merchants fuch
Bills are remitted, do diligently watch the Returns of fuch Bills from the Mer-
chants, and gueffing at fome Lectters to be the Coverts of their Protefted Bills,
get them into their Hands, and deftroy the fame, to the great Detriment of
many -honeft Traders and Dealers, and others concerned : And many Times o-
thers, out of a dithoneft and inquifitive Temper, fecretly take and break open
public and private Country Letters, to the great Diffatisfaction and Prejudice
of feveral the Inhabitants, her Majefty’s good Subjects, and great Delay of
Public Bufinefs : For the Prevention thereof for the future ;

VIII. e it Enatted, bj the Authority, Advice and Confent aforcfaid, That
if any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, fhall hereatter prefume to take and break

Letters with- open the Seal or Seals of any Letter or Letters whatfocver, not being unto

?}1‘;1{"}3}2; ¢ him or them dire&ed, or not having efpecial Licence fr_oxp the Perfons to
Days Impri- whom the fame are directed, their Executors or- Adminiftrators, fo to do,
fonment, and hall, upon due Conviction thereof, either in the Provincial or County Courts
§‘§£fi,’,§g5 “  of this Province, fuffer Imprifonment of his, her, or their Bodies, for and
during the Space of Six Days, without Bal or Mainprize, and forfeit the
Sum of Five Pounds Sterling ; the one Moiety to her Majefty, her Heirs and
Succeffors, for the Support of Government, the other Moiety to him or them
that thall inform, or fue for the fame ; to be recovered in any Court of Re-
cord within this Province, by Acion of Debt, Bill, Plaint or Information,
wherein no Efloin, Protection or Wager of Law to be allowed.
Perfons IX. AnD in cafe any Perfon or Perfons fhall break open any Letter or Let-
breaking 0- ters directed to his Excellency, her Majefty’s Governor, or any of her Ma-
ii:tfr:f’lif, jefty’s Council of this Province, for tbe Time b.eing, or other Public Letter
il'vlﬁ'cr L. fuperfcribed, or dire@ted, For her Majefly's Service, and figned by any Perfon
onths 1m-

prifonment,
and forfeit

having Authority fo to do, and fhall be thereof legally convi&, he, fhe, or
they, fo offending, fhall fuffer Two Months Imprifonment, without Bail or

20/, Sterling. Mainprize, and torfeit to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her Heirs and Suc-

The A& of
1707, ¢b. 2,
repealed.

ceffors, the Sum of Twenty Pounds Sterling ; to be recovered and divided as
aforefaid.

© X. dand be it further Enattev, by the Authority, Advice and Confent afore-
Sfaid, That one A& of Affembly of this Province, made at a Seffion of Af-
fembly, begun and held at the Port of Annapolis, the Twenty-fixth Day of
March, Anno Domini Seventeen Hundred and Seven, entitled, An A to pre-
went the Abufe of breaking open, and concealing public and private Letters; and
every Article, Claufe and Thing therein contained, be and is hereby repealed,

and made null and void. N
Examined and Compared with the Original Act, REVERDY GHISELIN,
’ : Tuomas Bacon.
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